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(57) Abstract 

An active integrated circuit 
transponder (10) with on-board 
power supply (14) is mounted in 
or on a vehicle tire (60). A 
pressure sensor (50), a tempera- 
ture sensor (1 10) and a tire ro- 
tation sensor (120) are mounted 
on a substrate (12) along with 
the integrated circuit transponder 
chip, the power supply (14) and 
an antenna (36). Upon receiving 
an interrogation signal from a re- 
mote source (80), the transpon- 
der (10) activates the sensors to 
sense tire pressure and tempera- 
ture and transmits an encoded ra- 
dio frequency signal to the remote 
source (80) containing serial, en- 
coded tire identification, tire po- 
sition on the vehicle, current tire 
pressure, current tire temperature 
and accumulated tire revolutions, 
as well as maximum and/or min- 
imum tire and temperature pres- 
sure values encountered over a 
predetermined time period and 
other information specific to the 
tire. 
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ACTIVE INTEGRATED CIRCUIT TRANSPONDER AND SENSOR 
APPARATUS FOR TRANSMITTING VEHICLE TIRE PARAMETER DATA 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention relates, in general, to 
5 vehicle tires and, more specifically, to transponders 
mounted in or on vehicle tires for transmitting tire 
identification and/or operating condition data. 
Description of the Art: 

Recently there has developed interest in 

10 mounting transponders in or on a vehicle tire to provide 
tire identification data during the manufacture and use 
of the tire. Further developments have led to the 
mounting of such transponders in the tire to sense and 
transmit tire pressure data along with tire 

15 identification data, as shown in U.S. Patent Nos. 
4,911,217; 5,181,975 and 5,218,861. 

The devices disclosed in these and other 
related patents utilize a passive integrated circuit 
transponder which is mounted directly within the tire 

20 during the manufacture of the tire or under a patch 
attached to an exterior side wall of the tire. The 
transponder responds to an interrogation signal from a 
unit external to the tire and uses the interrogation 
signal as a source of electrical energy to transmit 

25 digital signals relating to a tire identification code 
and/ or tire pressure data. Due to the mounting of the 
transponder within the tire in close proximity to the 
steel belts found in most vehicle tires, a specially 
constructed antenna is required. Such antennas are in 

30 the form of two spaced electrodes or a coil of wire 

turns. Further, such transponders are required to be 
mounted in a specific location within the tire in order 
to receive and transmit signals at adequate signal 
strength levels without interference. 

35 In addition to a unique tire identification 

code for a tire which is stored in a memory on the 
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integrated circuit transponder, such devices also 
incorporate a pressure sensor mounted on the circuit 
board containing the transponder to provide tire pressure 
data at the time of receipt of the interrogation signal, • 
5 Such pressure sensors are in the form of an elastomeric 
material having a variable conductivity, as well as 
piezo-resistive transducers, silicone capacitive pressure 
transducers, or a variable conductant laminant of 
conductive ink. The transponder includes circuitry for 

10 digitizing the pressure data for transmission with or 
without tire identification data to the external 
interrogation source. 

U.S. Patent No. 4, 695 f 823 discloses a 
transponder with an internal or on-board power supply in 

15 the form of a long period oscillator connected to a 

battery. The oscillator actuates a temperature and/or 
pressure sensor at a set time to obtain the temperature 
and pressure of the tire. The sensed temperature and 
pressure are compared with preset temperature and 

20 pressure threshold values and, when the threshold values 
are exceeded, the transponder transmits an encoded signal 
representative of the out-of -range temperature or 
pressure signal to a remote location, such as a light 
display mounted on the vehicle to provide an indication 

25 that at least one of the temperature and pressure 
threshold values have been exceeded. 

However, such tire mounted transponders, while 
effectively transmitting tire identification and certain 
tire pressure or temperature data, are not without 

30 limitation. Most of the previously devised tire mounted 
transponders are passive and receive electrical power 
from an external interrogation signal source. This 
limits the effective distance range between the external 
interrogation signal source and the transponder. Indeed, 

35 such external interrogation sources have utilized a hand- 
held wand which must be placed immediately adjacent to 
the tire to transmit the interrogation signal to the 
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transponder on the tire and to receive the data signals 
therefrom. 

Such tire mounted transponders have also 
required special antenna conf igurations and mounting 

5 positions on the tire to provide adequate data signal 

strength. Further, since such transponders are actuated 
only upon the receipt of an interrogation signal or at a 
set time through an on-board oscillator, such 
transponders only transmit instantaneous pressure and 

10 temperature data at the time of receipt of the 

interrogation signal or the activation signal from the 
on-board oscillator. Such transponders are incapable of 
actively accumulating pressure and temperature data, such 
as maximum or minimum tire pressure and temperature, over 

15 a set period of use of the tire. Such tire mounted 

transponders are also incapable of determining the actual 
usage of the tire in terms of miles of use. The 
aforementioned maximum and minimum temperature and 
pressure, as well as the amount of use of a tire, are 

20 extremely useful parameters in determining the condition 
of the tire in order to extend wear, remaining useful 
life, safe or unsafe tire condition, etc. 

Thus, it would be desirable to provide an 
integrated circuit transponder which can be mounted in a 

25 large number of different positions within or on a 
vehicle tire without the need for a special antenna 
configuration. It would also be desirable to provide a 
tire mounted integrated circuit transponder which 
operates in an active, continuous mode to automatically 

30 and continuously record tire operating parameters during 
the use of the tire on a vehicle. It would also be 
desirable to provide a tire mounted integrated circuit 
transponder which stores such tire operating parameters 
for subsequent transmission to an external control source 

35 upon receipt of an interrogation signal from the external 
control source. It would also be desirable to provide a 
tire mounted integrated circuit transponder which is 
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capable of monitoring various tire operating parameters , 
including pressure, temperature and number of revolutions 
of the tire, over a predetermined time period and to 
detect maximum and minimum values of at least certain of 
5 such parameters. It would also be desirable to provide a 
tire mounted integrated circuit transponder which is 
operable, without repair or part replacement, for the 
entire expected life of the tire. Finally, it would be 
desirable to provide a tire mounted integrated circuit 

10 transponder which is capable of receiving interrogation 
signals from an external control source and for 
transmitting tire operating parameter data to the 
external control source over longer distances as compared 
to previously devised tire mounted transponders. 

!5 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is an active integrated 
circuit transponder and sensor apparatus for sensing and 
transmitting vehicle tire condition parameters to a 
remote location external of a vehicle. 

20 The transponder includes a substrate which is 

mounted within or on a tire. An integrated circuit chip 
including a processor means is mounted on the substrate 
and also includes a memory storing a control program 
executed by the processor means. A receiver means is 

25 formed as an integral part of the integrated circuit chip 
and is connected to the processor means for receiving an 
interrogation signal from a remote interrogation source. 
A transmitter means is also formed as an integral part of 
the integrated circuit chip and is connected to the 

30 processor means for transmitting an encoded signal 
containing the sensed tire parameters to the remote 
interrogation source. 

Sensor means are mounted on the substrate for 
sensing one or more tire parameters, such as pressure, 

35 temperature and/ or number of revolutions of the tire. 

The sensor means outputs signals to the processor means 
representative of the sensed tire parameter. 
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A power supply is mounted on the substrate 
for supplying electrical power to the processor means, 
the receiver means, the transmitter means and the sensor 
means. An antenna means is also mounted on the substrate 
5 for communicating the interrogation signal from the 

remote interrogation source to the receiver means and for 
communicating the encoded data signal from the 
transmitter means to the remote interrogation source. 

In a preferred embodiment, the antenna means 

10 comprises a patch antenna mounted directly on the 

substrate. The sensor means may comprise a pressure 
sensor mounted on the substrate for sensing the air 
pressure of the tire, A temperature sensor is also 
mounted on the substrate for sensing the temperature of 

15 the tire. A tire revolution sensor is also mounted on 
the substrate and detects each complete 360° revolution 
of the tire. 

The output signals from each of the sensors are 
input to the processor. The pressure and temperature 

20 sensor output signals are compared with previous or 

preset maximum and/ or minimum pressure and temperature 
values, with such maximum and minimum values being 
updated and stored in the memory as necessary. 

Upon receipt of an interrogation signal from a 

25 remote interrogation source, the processor activates the 
sensors to sense current tire pressure and temperature 
and then transmits a serial, encoded radio frequency 
signal via the transmitter to the remote interrogation 
source containing encoded data representations of the 

30 sensed tire parameters, including current tire pressure 
and temperature, accumulated tire revolution count, 
maximum and minimum pressure and temperature over a 
predetermined time period, as well as tire identification 
code, the specific tire location on the vehicle, and 

35 other useful tire condition data stored in the memory. 

The remote interrogation source comprises a 
suitable control which transmits a radio frequency 
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interrogation signal over a predetermined distance when 
the vehicle containing the transponder of the present 
invention is within the predetermined distance. The 
control also receives the radio frequency signal from the 
5 identified transponder and either stores such data and/or 
retransmits such data to an external host computer for 
analysis , storage, etc. The control also retransmits the 
data to the processor or the transponder for storage in 
the memory thereof. 
10 The unique transponder of the present invention 

overcomes certain of the limitations encountered with 
previously devised tire mounted transponders. The 
present transponder includes an active power source which 
enables the transponder, when mounted directly within the 
tire or on a side wall of the tire, to sense pressure, 
temperature and total tire revolutions throughout the 
entire life of the tire. Such values are stored in the 
memory in the transponder along with maximum and minimum 
pressure and temperature values as well as an 
20 accumulative tire revolution count. 

The transponder of the present invention is in 
the form of an integrated circuit which is mounted along 
with the on-board power supply and the various sensors on 
a single substrate thereby facilitating the easy mounting 
25 of the transponder within or on a vehicle tire in a 

number of different possible mounting positions. The 
power source provides sufficient power to receive and 
transmit tire parameter data throughout the entire useful 
life of the tire, including several recappings of a tire. 
30 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

The various features, advantages and other uses 
of the present invention will become more apparent by 
referring to the following detailed description and 
drawing in which: 

35 Fig- 1 is a plan view of an integrated circuit 

transponder constructed in accordance with the teachings 
of the present invention with a portion of the 
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encapsulating material removed to show the components 
mounted therein; 

Fig. 2 is a cross sectional view generally 
taken along line 2-2 in Fig. 1; 
5 Fig. 3 is a block diagram of the radio 

frequency identification communication unit of the 
integrated circuit transponder shown in Figs. 1 and 2; 

Fig. 4 is a block diagram of the major 
components of the transponder shown in Figs. 1 and 2; 
10 Fig. 5 is a schematic diagram of a portion of 

the circuitry of the transponder shown in Figs. 1 and 2; 

Fig. 6 is a cross-sectional view of the 
pressure sensor shown in Figs. 1 and 2; 

Fig. 7 is a cross sectional view showing the 
15 mounting of the integrated circuit transponder within a 
vehicle tire; 

Fig. 8 is a cross sectional view showing the 
mounting of the integrated circuit transponder on the 
inner liner of a vehicle tire; 
20 Fig. 9 is a block diagram of the remote 

interrogation unit; and 

Fig. 10 is a pictorial representation of a bit 
code format for data communication between the integrated 
circuit transponder and the remote interrogation unit. 
25 DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring now to the drawing, and to Figs. 1 
and 2 in particular, there is depicted a transponder 10 
which is suitable for mounting within or on a vehicle 
tire and which operates to sense and transmit various 
30 tire condition parameters to a remote interrogation unit. 

The transponder 10 includes an electrically 
insulating substrate 12. Preferably, the substrate 12 is 
flexible to enable its conformance to the shape of a tire 
when mounted within or on a vehicle tire, as described 
35 hereafter. By way of example only, the substrate is 
formed of a flexible polyamide film sold under the 
registered trademark "KAPTON". 
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The substrate 12 and all of the components of 
the transponder 10 mounted on or adjacent to the 
substrate 12 are housed in an encapsulating medium 7 
formed of a suitable material. Preferably, the 
5 encapsulating medium 7 is formed of a cured rubber for 
compatibility with a vehicle tire. The medium 7 may be 
formed to any desired shape. By way of example only, the 
medium 7 is formed with a first, substantially planar 
surface 8, an opposed, planar, second surface 9 and 

10 tapering side walls joining the first and second surfaces 
8 and 9. The substrate 12, while surrounded by the 
encapsulating medium on one major surface, has an opposed 
major surface exposed on the first surface 8 for reasons 
which will become more apparent hereafter. 

15 As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and in detail in 

Figs. 4 and 5, the transponder 10 includes a power 
source, such as a battery 14 , which is mounted adjacent 
to the substrate 12. Any suitable battery which is small 
in size and has a long life with a suitable amphour 

20 capacity may be employed. By way of example only, a 3.67 
volt, 0.07 amp hour lithium, thionyl chloride battery, 
type 7-10, made by Battery Engineering, Inc., of Hyde 
Park, Massachusetts may be employed as the battery 14. 
This battery has an extremely small size of approximately 

25 7.0 mm in diameter x 7.8 mm long. The terminals of the 
battery 14 are connected to electrically conductive 
tracings formed in the substrate 12 to supply electrical 
power to the operative components of the transponder 10. 

A Radio Frequency Identification Communication 

30 unit (RFID) 18 is employed in the transponder 10. The 
RFID 18 is in the form of a single integrated circuit 
chip manufactured by Micron Communications, Inc., of 
Boise, Idaho. The RFID 18 is mounted on the substrate 12 
and connected by suitable conductive tracings and/or 

35 leads to the power supply or battery 14 as well as to 
other components as described hereafter. 
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A detailed block diagram of the RFID 18 is 
illustrated in Fig. 3. As shown in Fig. 3, the RFID 18 
includes a processor means or central processing unit 20. 
The central processing unit 20 communicates with a memory 
5 22 formed as an integral part of the RFID 18. The memory 
22 may be any suitable type of memory, such as fusible 
link, ROM, RAM, SRAM, and EEPROM. The memory 22 is used 
to store the control program executed by the central 
processing unit 20 as well as various data values 
10 representative of tire operating conditions or 

parameters, a unique tire identification code, the 
specific tire location on the vehicle, etc., as described 
hereafter. 

The central processing unit 20 receives 

15 internal analog signals from circuitry on the RFID 18. 

Such analog signals include a temperature sensor, such as 
a junction temperature diode, mounted on the RFID 18, a 
supply voltage monitoring sensor, magnetic detection 
circuits 1 and 2 and a photo detector. External inputs 

20 to the central processing unit 20 are received through a 
digital I/O port 26 and an analog port 28. The digital 
I/O port 26 receives on/off signals from suitable sensors 
or other devices mounted on the substrate 12 or external 
to the substrate 12. The analog port 28 is connected to 

25 a suitable analog output, such as a pressure sensor or a 
temperature sensor as described hereafter. Multiple 
digital or analog sensors may be multiplexed as single 
inputs to the digital I/O port 26 or to the analog port 
28, respectively. 

30 The central processing unit 20 of the RFID 18 

communicates with an external, remotely located 
interrogation unit or source, described hereafter, by 
means of high and low power transmitters 3 0 and 32, 
respectively, and a receiver 34. The high and low power 

35 transmitters 30 and 32 and the receiver 34 are connected 
to an antenna 36 which is preferably mounted on the 
substrate 12 and connected to th« RFID 18 as shown in 
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Figs. 1, 2 and 4. By way of example only, the antenna 36 
is in the form of a microstrip or patch antenna etched 
directly on the substrate 12. 

The high and low power transmitters 30 and 32 
and the receiver 34 communicate via radio frequency 
signals in the unlicensed Part 15 of FCC regulations at 
2.4 to 2.4835GHz. Preferably, the communication 
frequency is, by way of example, 2.45GHz. The high power 
transmitter 30 is selected by the RFID 18 when data from 
all of the tires of a vehicle on which the RFID 18 is 
mounted is being generated, for example. The low power 
transmitter 32, on the other hand, is used when only a 
single tire is being interrogated and used for data 
transmission to the remote interrogation source. 
15 Also input to the central processing unit 20, 

in response to a signal received from the remote 
interrogation source, is the output of one of a wake-up 
high band and wake-up low band circuit 38 and 40, 
respectively. These circuits 38 and 40 look for a match 
20 with predetermined bits in the introductory portion of 
the interrogation signal from the remote interrogation 
source and provides selective energization of one or more 
RFID's 18 out of a large group of RFID's on one or many 
different vehicles. For example, a signal specifying a 
25 low band wake-up could identify the tires on one vehicle 
or on one group of vehicles; while the high band wake-up 
signal would be used to identify tires on a different 
vehicle or group of vehicles. The code for either the 
high or low wake-up band is preprogrammed into each RFID 
30 18 to provide the desired band selection. An RFID 18 set 
in low band will not recognize or be woken up by an 
interrogation signal set for high band, and vice versa. 

Also input to the receiver 34 is a portion of 
the signal from the remote interrogation unit detected by 
35 the antenna 36 which contains a specific tire 

identification code. The central processing unit 20 
compares this code with the corresponding tire 
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identification code stored in the memory 22 to determine 
a match therebetween and proper identification of the 
tire on which the RFID 18 is mounted. This unique code 
identification enables a single remote interrogation unit 
5 to communicate with a selected one of a large number of 
tires, on one or multiple vehicles. In response to the 
received interrogation signal , the central processing 
unit 20 transmits an encoded, serial radio frequency 
signal containing tire parameter data, as described 

10 hereafter, via either or both of the high power or low 
power transmitter circuits 30 and 32, respectively, to 
the remote interrogation source. 

A pressure sensing means 50 is mounted on the 
back surface of the substrate 12 as shown in Figs. 1 and 

15 2 and connected by leads 61 to the conductive tracings on 
the substrate 12 as shown in detail in Fig. 6. An 
amplifier 52, Figs. 4 and 5, may be provided on the 
substrate 12 to amplify the output signal of the pressure 
sensing means 50 prior to input to the RFID 18. Any 

20 suitable pressure sensor means 50 may be employed in the 
transponder 10 of the present invention which is suitable 
for measuring vehicle tire pressure. By way of example 
only, a silicone pressure sensor, model number NPC-103, 
made by Lucas NovaSensor of Fremont, California, may be 

25 employed. This sensor is a piezo- resistive sensor 

mounted in a ceramic surface mount package. Other types 
of pressure sensors may also be employed for the pressure 
sensing means 50. 

As shown in detail in Fig. 6, the pressure 

30 sensor 50 is mounted on a ceramic base 51 joined to a 

sidewall which is situated in a well or recess 53 formed 
in and surrounded by the encapsulating medium 7. The 
hollow cavity formed in the sidewall opens through an 
aperture 55 formed in the substrate 12. A pressure 

35 transfer medium 57, such as a high temperature silicon 
filler, for example, is disposed in the interior cavity 
and extends from the upper surface of the substrate 12 
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into contact with the pressure sensor 50 to transfer 
pressure from the tire to the pressure sensor 50. The 
exposed surface of the pressure transfer medium 57 is 
covered by a thin elastomeric or rubber membrane 59 which 
5 is exposed to the tire or the air chamber within the tire 
and transmits the tire air pressure to the transfer 
medium 57. The membrane 59 also covers the entire 
surface of the substrate 12 mounted on the first surface 
8 of the encapsulating medium 7 to act as a barrier 
10 between the air chamber of the tire and the transponder 
10. 

The pressure sensor 50 generates a millivolt 
output signal proportional to the input pressure acting 
thereon. This output signal is amplified by an op-amp 

15 52, as shown in Figs. 4 and 5, and input through the 
analog port 28 of the RFID 18, Fig. 1, to an 
analog/digital converter (ADC) 54 which digitizes the 
signal prior to input to the central processing unit 20. 
The central processing unit 20 stores the sensed pressure 

20 in the memory 22. 

A temperature sensor means 110 is also be 
mounted on the substrate 12 for sensing the temperature 
of the air within the vehicle tire or the temperature of 
the tire itself. The temperature sensor means 110 may be 

25 suitable sensor which generates an analog output 

proportional to the sensed surrounding temperature. For 
example, a temperature sensor model no. LM 35 CAZ made by 
National Semiconductor, can be employed in the present 
invention. The output of the temperature sensor 110 is 

30 connected to and multiplexed through the analog port 28 
of the RFID 18, converted to a digital value by the 
analog/digital converter (ADC) 54 and input to the 
central processing unit 20 • If necessary, an amplifier 
can be provided to amplify the output of the temperature 

35 sensor means 110 prior to input to the RFID 18. 

According to a unique feature of the present 
invention, the transponder 10 is provided with a tire 
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revolution detector means 120 for detecting each 
revolution of the tire on which the transponder 10 is 
mounted. The revolution detector means 120 shown in Fig. 
4 may take any suitable form, such as a magnetic detector 
5 responsive to externally generated magnetic fields which 
generates an output upon each complete 360° revolution of 
the tire. A G sensor may also be mounted on the 
substrate 12 to generate a signal for each up/down 
revolution of the sensor. The output of the revolution 

10 detector 120 means is input to a counter 122 which 

accumulates and stores the total tire revolution count. 
Upon receiving a signal from the RFID 18, the counter 122 
outputs the total tire revolution count through the 
digital I/O port 26 to the central processing unit 20. 

15 The sensor and circuit elements forming the revolution 
detector 120 and the counter 122 are mounted on the 
substrate 12* 

Referring now to Figs. 7 and 8, there are 
depicted two mounting positions for the transponder 10 in 

20 or on a vehicle tire denoted generally by reference 

number 60. As is conventional, the tire 60 is mounted on 
a rim 62 and includes an inner bead 64 sealingly 
contacting the rim 62. A flexible side wall 66 extends 
from the bead 64 to a thread portion 68 of the tire 60. 

25 As shown in Fig. 7, the transponder 10 may be integrally 
mounted within the tire 60 during the manufacture of the 
tire 60. A suitable mounting position is in the upper 
portion of the side wall 66 adjacent to the bead 64 as 
this location exhibits the least amount of flexure during 

30 use of the tire 60. 

An alternate mounting position of the 
transponder 10 is shown in Fig. 8. In this mounting 
embodiment, the transponder 10 is mounted on the inner 
liner of the tire 60 adjacent to the bead 64. The 

35 elastomer ic patch or membrane 59 is mounted over the 

transponder 10 and sealingly joined to the inner liner to 
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fixedly mount the transponder 10 in registry with the 
tire 60. 

Figs. 4 and 5 respectively show a block diagram 
of the operative elements of the transponder 10 and a 
5 detailed schematic diagram of the transponder 10 shown in 
Fig. 4. As shown in Figs. 4 and 5, inputs to the RFID 18 
include the output of the temperature sensor 110 which 
may optionally be provided through an operational 
amplifier 52 as shown in Fig. 4. The operational 
10 amplifier 52 also receives the output of the pressure 

sensor 50 and amplifies the pressure sensor output prior 
to inputting the signal to the analog port 28 of the RFID 
18. 

The power source or battery 14 provides an 
15 output voltage labeled VBATT. This voltage is input to 

the RFID 18 as well as to a driver 130 and a power switch 
circuit 132. The driver 130 is activated by a signal 
from the RFID 18, as described hereafter, and generates a 
signal to the power switch 132, such as a MOSFET. The 
20 MOSFET power switch 132 is also connected to VBATT and 
provides an output control voltage labeled VCC which is 
supplied to other components of the transponder 10, such 
as the temperature sensor 110 and the pressure sensor 50 
to activate the temperature sensor 110 and the pressure 
sensor 50, to sense the appropriate temperature and 
pressure parameters of the tire on which the transponder 
10 is mounted. 

The driver 130 output signal is also input to a 
timer means 134 which generates an output which remains 

30 "on" for a predetermined time period. This output signal 
latches the control voltage VCC "on" for the 
predetermined time period which provides a window during 
which the temperature and pressure of the tire are sensed 
by the temperature sensor no and the pressure sensor 50, 

35 respectively. This time window also is used by the RFID 
18 to transmit the sensed tire parameter temperature and 
pressure, as well as the revolution count and other 



25 
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parameters, as described hereafter, to the remote 
interrogation source which receives the tire parameter 
data and then retransmits the data back to the RFID 18 
for storage in the memory 22 of the RFID 18. 
5 As shown in Figs. 7 and 8, and in greater 

detail in Fig. 9, a remote interrogator or interrogator 
source 80 is provided to communicate with the transponder 
10 mounted on the vehicle tire 60. The interrogator 80 
includes a control 82 in the form of a central processing 

10 unit which communicates with an internal memory storing 
an executable control program. The control 82 
communicates through a transmitter means 84 and a 
receiver means 86 which are connected to an antenna 88 
for generating and receiving radio frequency signals at 

15 the exemplary 2.45GHz frequency to and from the 

transponder 10. As shown in Fig. 5, separate high and 
low frequency data rate transmissions may be provided by 
suitable high frequency and low frequency data rate 
circuits 90 and 92. By example only, the high frequency 

20 rate is 38.15 Mchip/second and the low rate is 9.538 
Mchip/ second. 

In general, the interrogator 80 generates an 
interrogation signal which is transmitted by the 
transmitter 84 through the antenna 88 to a remotely 

25 located transponder 10. This wakes up the transponder 

10, as described above, and causes the central processing 
unit 20 in the RFID 18 of the transponder 10 to access 
the memory 22 and to generate a serial, encoded radio 
frequency signal which is transmitted to the interrogator 

30 80 and received through the antenna 88 by the receiver 
86. This data representative of tire operating 
parameters or conditions may then be output from the 
interrogator 80 to a external host computer 90 by 
suitable communication circuits including parallel, 

35 RS-232, RS-485 and ETHERNET communication circuits and, 
also, retransmitted back to the RFID 18 for storage in 
the memory of the specified RFID 18. 
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Fig. 10 depicts a standard 10 byte tag ID 
signal which is generated by the interrogator 80 and sent 
to a transponder 10 to identify a particular transponder 
10 for communication with the interrogator 80. The first ; 
5 4 bytes of the tag ID signal represent a standard SIC 

code. The next 2 bytes may be used as a specialty code 
which is followed by a unique user ID code of 4 bytes. 
This byte ID format provides over four billion unique Tag 
ID values for identifying one particular transponder 10 
10 of a large number of transponders mounted on one or a 
number of different vehicle tires. 

It will be understood that other communication 
protocols, including suitable preambles, Barker codes, 
redundancy checks, etc. are used in the communication 

15 signals transmitted between the interrogator 80 and the 
RFID 18 mounted in the transponder 10. Further details 
concerning the function and use of such communication 
protocols may be had by referring to the Micron RFID 
Communications Protocol, pre-released version 0.95, dated 

20 July 22, 1993, the contents of which are incorporated 
herein in its entirety. 

In a typical mode of operation, the RFID 18 
will normally be operating at a low power level. As 
described above, a signal from the remote interrogator 80 

25 on the proper high or low wake-up band 38 and 40 will 
activate a particular RFID 18 which will then generate 
the control voltage VCC through the power switch 132 to 
energize the various sensors 50, 110 and 122 to read the 
tire pressure, temperature and current tire revolution 

30 counter 122 output, which outputs are input to the RFID 
18. The values, as well as other data, described below, 
are transmitted by the RFID 18 through the appropriate 
high or lower power transmitter 30 or 32, respectively, 
to the remote interrogator 80. The interrogator 80, in 

35 turn, retransmits the same data back to the RFID 18 for 
storage in the memory 22 of the RFID 18. 
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In addition to transmitting tire, pressure and 
revolution count information, the RFID 18 also transmits 
in each signal transmitted to the remote interrogation 
source 80 various other tire data or information as shown 
5 in the following table. 



TABLE 1 





Parameter Name 


Units 




10 


Tire Status 


N/A 


Cxirrent Tire Status 
(Inventory, In- 
transit, mounted, 
vehicle, spare, 
discarded) 




TMC Plant 


N/A 


TMC RP210 Plant Code 




TMC Size 


N/A 


TMC RP210 Size Code 


15 


TMC Type 


N/A 


TMC RP210 Type Code 




TMC Date 


N/A 


TMC RP210 Date 




TMC Number 


N/A 


TMC RP210 Number 




Vehicle ID 


N/A 


Vehicle ID 




Target Pressure 


kPa/6 


Desired tire pressure 


20 


Caution Low 


kPa/6 


Low pressure caution 
limit 




Caution High 


kPa/6 


High pressure caution 
limit 




Limit Low 


kPa/6 


Low pressure limit 


25 


Limit High 


kPa/6 


High pressure limit 




Dual Caution Delta 


kPa 


Dual tire pressure 
differential caution 
limit 


30 


Dual Limit Delta 


kPa 


Dual tire pressure 
differential limit 




Caution Temp 


°C+55 


High temperature 
caution limit 




Limit Temp 


°C+55 


High temperature limit 


35 


Tire Location 


N/A 


Tire location on 
vehicle 
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Parameter Name Units 

Vehicle Tire Map N/A 

Vehicle Type N/A 

Fleet Name N/A 

Min Pressure kPa/6 

Min Pressure Date Days 
Min Pressure 

Distance km/32 

Max Temperature °C+55 



Max Temperature 

Date Days 



Max Temperature 
20 Distance km/32 



Last Odo kmxlO 
Last Odo Date Days 



25 Tire Total 

Distance kmxlO 



Last Pressure kPa/6 



30 Last Temperature °C+55 



35 



Last Date 
Last Distance 
Fuel Used 
Repair Records 



Days 
km/32 
liter xlO 
N/A 



Description 

Vehicle tire location 
bitmap 

Vehicle type code 

Fleet name 

Minimum pressure 
encountered while on 
vehicle 

Minimum pressure date 



Minimum pressure 
distance 

Maximum temperature 
encountered while on 
vehicle 



Maximum temperature 
date 



Maximum temperature 
distance 

Last odometer reading 

Last odometer reading 
date 



Total accumulated 
distance 

Last pressure sample 
taken 

Last temperature 
sample taken 

Last sample date 

Last sample distance 

Total fuel used 

Number of repair 
records 
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Parameter Name Units 

Repair Record 

MX DOT 1 N/A 

MX Type 1 N/A 

MX Date 1 Days 

MX Distance 1 km/ 32 



Description 

DOT ID of 

repair/retread 

facility 

Retread/ repair code 
Maintenance date 



Tire distance at 
r epa ir / retread 

10 During each signal transmission from the RFID 

18 to the remote interrogation source 80, the various 
tire parameters or information shown in Table 1 are 
transmitted to the remote interrogation source 80. These 
various parameters are output from the memory 22 of the 

15 RFID 18 in serial format and transmitted serially after 
the preamble signal bits shown in Fig* 10. The remote 
interrogation source 80 can store this information for 
subsequent analysis, printing, etc. In addition, 
according to the present invention, the remote 

20 interrogation source, within the time window set by the 
timer 134 described above, retransmits all of the data 
parameters shown in Table 1, after various calculations 
to totalize odometer readings, as well as to provide 
additional information obtained from other sources, such 

25 as total fuel used, repairs, date information, etc., back 
to the RFID 18 for storage in the memory 22 of the RFID 
18. In this manner, the RFID 18 mounted on a particular 
tire contains all of the tire parameters shown in Table 1 
directly on each tire. These parameters may be read by 

30 any interrogation source 80 thereby providing a permanent 
record of the operational history of the tire. 

The RFID 18 is described above as receiving an 
activation signal from the remote interrogation source 80 
which wakes up, assuming a proper identification code 

35 match exists, the RFID 18 for sensing the various 

temperature, tire pressure and tire revolution count. 
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According to the present invention , a modification to the 
operation of the RFID 18 may be provided by modifying the 
control program stored in the memory 18 such that the 
RFID 18 wakes up on its own accord, in addition to a 
5 wake-up caused by the receipt of an activation signal 

from the remote interrogation source 80. The RFID 18, in 
this alternate mode of operation, can generate and supply 
the appropriate activation signal directly to the power 
switch driver 130 which then activates the power switch 

10 132 to turn on the timer 134 to set the appropriate data 
collection time window described above. This auto 
generation of the activation signal can be on a time 
basis at any select ible time interval. 

Further, in this mode of operation, the RFID 18 

15 functions to store in the memory 22 tire parameter 

information, such as pressure, temperature, current tire 
revolution count, at various times during the operation 
of the vehicle, such as once each day, once per start-up 
of the vehicle, etc., to provide a more accurate history 

20 of the operational characteristics of the tire. This is 
particularly important with respect to sensing maximum 
and/ or minimum pressures and temperatures experienced by 
a particular tire during its operation. 

In summary, there has been disclosed a unique 

25 active integrated circuit transponder which senses and 
transmits vehicle tire condition parameters to a remote 
interrogation unit. The transponder is small in size so 
as to enable it to be easily mounted within a tire during 
the manufacture of the tire or, in the alternative, 

30 attached to the inner liner of the tire by means of an 

elastomer ic patch. The transponder contains an on board 
power source so as to accumulate tire operating 
parameters throughout the use of the tire and to 
accumulate such parameter values for communication to the 

35 interrogation unit upon receipt of an interrogation 
signal from the interrogation unit. In this manner, 
various tire parameter data, such as maximum and minimum 
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tire pressure and temperature experienced during the use 
of the tire, and the accumulative number of revolutions 
of the tire, may be provided to obtain a complete history 
of the use of the tire to determine its wear, potential 
remaining life, safe operating condition, etc. 
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What is Claimed is; 

1 1. In combination with a vehicle tire, a 

2 transponder for sensing, storing and transmitting vehicle 

3 tire condition parameter data comprising: 

4 a substrate mountable on a vehicle tire; 

5 an integrated circuit chip mounted on the 

6 substrate, the integrated circuit chip including a 

7 processor, a memory, a receiver means connected to the 

8 processor means for receiving an interrogation signal 

9 from a remote source, and a transmitter means connected 

10 to the processor means for transmitting a signal 

11 containing data representative of the sensed tire 

12 condition parameter to a remote source; 

13 sensor means, mounted on the substrate, for 

14 sensing a tire parameter and for generating an output 

15 signal to the processor means representative of the 

16 sensed tire parameter; 

17 power supply means, mounted on the substrate, 

18 for supplying electrical power to the integrated circuit 

19 chip and the sensor means; and 

20 antenna means, mounted on the substrate and 

21 connected to the receiver means and the transmitter 

22 means, for communicating an interrogation signal from the 

23 remote source to the receiver means and for communicating 

24 a signal from the transmitter means to the remote source, 

1 2. The transponder of claim 1 wherein the 

2 antenna means is a microstrip antenna mounted on the 

3 substrate. 

1 3. The transponder of claim l wherein the 

2 antenna means is a patch antenna mounted on the 

3 substrate . 



1 
2 



4. The transponder of claim l wherein the 
sensor means comprises.: 
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3 pressure sensor means, mounted on the 

4 substrate, for sensing the air pressure of a tire on 

5 which the transponder is mounted, 

1 5, The transponder of claim 4 wherein the 

2 pressure sensor means comprises: 

3 a pressure transducer and a pressure 

4 transmitting medium disposed in contact with the pressure 

5 transducer and exposed to an air chamber in a tire on 

6 which the transponder is mounted. 

1 6. The transponder of claim 1 wherein the 

2 sensor means comprises: 

3 temperature sensor means, mounted on the 

4 substrate, for sensing the temperature of a tire on which 

5 the transponder is mounted. 

1 7. The transponder of claim 1 wherein the 

2 sensor means comprises: 

3 means, mounted on the substrate, for detecting 

4 and generating an output signal for each complete 360° 

5 revolution of a tire on which the transponder is mounted. 

1 8. The transponder of claim 7 wherein the 

2 detecting means further comprises: 

3 counter means, responsive to the output signal 

4 from the detecting means, for totalizing the output 

5 signals from the detecting means as an accumulated tire 

6 revolution count. 

1 9. The transponder of claim 1 wherein: 

2 the processor means monitors the sensor means 

3 to detect at least one of maximum and minimum values of a 

4 tire condition parameter over a predetermined time 

5 period. 
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1 10. The transponder of claim 1 wherein the 

2 receiver means and the transmitter means communicate with 

3 the remote source by a radio frequency signal. 

1 11. The transponder of claim 10 wherein: 

2 the processor means transmits a serial, encoded 

3 radio frequency signal containing tire condition 

4 parameter data via the transmitter means to the remote 

5 source . 

1 12. The transponder of claim 1 further 

2 comprising: 

3 a housing formed of an encapsulating material 

4 encapsulating the substrate, the integrated circuit chip, 

5 the power supply, the sensor means and the antenna means. 

1 13. The transponder of claim 1 further 

2 comprising: 

3 timer means, responsive to an activation signal 

4 from the processor means and connected to the sensor 

5 means, for activating the sensor means to sense a tire 

6 condition parameter only during a predetermined time 

7 period set by the timer means. 

1 14. The transponder of claim 13 wherein: 

2 the processor means generates the activation 

3 signal to the timer means in response to an interrogation 

4 signal received from a remote source. 

1 15. The transponder of claim 1 wherein the 

2 sensor means comprises at least one of: 

3 pressure sensor means, mounted on the 

4 substrate, for sensing the air pressure of a tire on 

5 which the transponder is mounted; 

6 temperature sensor means, mounted on the 

7 substrate, for sensing the temperature of a tire on which 

8 the transponder is mounted; and 



WO 95/22467 



PCT/US95/01124 



25 

9 means , mounted on the substrate, for detecting 

10 and generating an output signal for each complete 360° 

11 revolution of a tire on which the transponder is mounted. 

1 16. The transponder of claim 15 wherein: 

2 the pressure sensor means includes a pressure 

3 transducer and a pressure transmitting medium disposed in 

4 contact with the pressure transducer and exposed to an 

5 air chamber in a tire on which the transponder is 

6 mounted; and 

7 the detecting means further comprises counter 

8 means, responsive to the output signal from the detecting 

9 means, for totalizing the output signals from the 

10 detecting means as an accumulated tire revolution count. 

1 17. The transponder of claim 1 wherein the 

2 sensor means comprises: 

3 pressure sensor means, mounted on the 

4 substrate, for sensing the air pressure of a tire on 

5 which the transponder is mounted; 

6 temperature sensor means, mounted on the 

7 substrate, for sensing the temperature of a tire on which 

8 the transponder is mounted; and 

9 means, mounted on the substrate, for detecting 

10 and generating an output signal for each complete 360° 

11 revolution of a tire on which the transponder is mounted. 

1 18. The transponder of claim 17 further 

2 comprising: 

3 timer means, responsive to an activation signal 

4 from the processor means and connected to the pressure 

5 sensor means and the temperature sensor means, for 

6 activating the pressure sensor means and the temperature 

7 sensor means to sense tire pressure and temperature, 

8 respectively, only during a predetermined time period set 

9 by the timer means. 
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1 19. The transponder of claim 18 wherein: 

2 the processor means generates the activation 

3 signal to the timer means in response to an interrogation 

4 signal from a remote source and transmits the sensed tire 

5 pressure and temperature and a total tire revolution 

6 count from the detecting means to a remote source during 

7 the time period established by the timer means. 

1 20, The transponder of claim 18 wherein: 

2 the processor means generates the activation 

3 signal separate from receiving an interrogation signal at 

4 a predetermined selectible time interval. 

1 21. The transponder of claim 18 further 

2 comprising: 

3 a housing formed of an encapsulating material 

4 encapsulating the substrate, the integrated circuit chip, 

5 the power supply, the sensor means and the antenna means. 

1 22. In combination with a vehicle tire, a 

2 vehicle tire parameter sensing apparatus comprising: 

3 control means having an interrogator 

4 transmitter means for transmitting an interrogation 

5 signal and a receiver means for receiving remotely 

6 generated signals; 

7 a transponder mountable on a vehicle tire, the 

8 transponder including: 

9 a substrate mountable on a vehicle tire; 

10 an integrated circuit chip mounted on the 

11 substrate, the integrated circuit chip including a 

12 processor, a memory, a receiver means connected to the 

13 processor means for receiving an interrogation signal 

14 from a remote source, and a transmitter means connected 

15 to the processor means for transmitting a signal 

16 containing data representative of the sensed tire 

17 condition parameter to a remote source; 
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18 sensor means, mounted on the substrate, 

19 for sensing a tire parameter and for generating an output 

20 signal to the processor means representative of the 

21 sensed tire parameter; 

22 power supply means, mounted on the 

23 substrate, for supplying electrical power to the 

24 processor means, the receiver means, the transmitter 

25 means and the sensor means; and 

26 antenna means, mounted on the substrate 

27 and connected to the transmitter means and the receiver 

28 means, for communicating an interrogation signal from the 

29 control means to the receiver means and for communicating 

30 a signal from the transmitter means to the control means. 

1 23. The apparatus of claim 22 wherein the 

2 antenna means is a microstrip antenna mounted on the 

3 substrate . 

1 24. The apparatus of claim 22 wherein the 

2 antenna means is a patch antenna mounted on the 

3 substrate . 

1 25. The apparatus of claim 22 wherein the 

2 sensor means comprises: 

3 pressure sensor means, mounted on the 

4 substrate, for sensing the air pressure of a tire on 

5 which the transponder is mounted. 

1 26. The apparatus of claim 25 wherein the 

2 pressure sensor means comprises: 

3 a pressure transducer and a pressure 

4 transmitting medium disposed in contact with the pressure 

5 transducer and exposed to an air chamber in a tire on 

6 which the transponder is mounted. 

1 27. The apparatus of claim 22 wherein the 

2 sensor means comprises: 
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3 temperature sensor means, mounted on the 

4 substrate , for sensing the temperature of a tire on which 

5 the transponder is mounted. 

1 28. The apparatus of claim 22 wherein the 

2 sensor means comprises: 

3 means for detecting and generating an output 

4 signal for each complete 360° rotation of a tire on which 

5 the transponder is mounted. 

1 29. The apparatus of claim 28 wherein the 

2 detecting means further comprises: 

3 counter means, responsive to the output signal 

4 from the detecting means, for totalizing the output 

5 signals from the detecting means as an accumulated tire 

6 revolution count. 

1 30. The apparatus of claim 22 wherein: 

2 the processor monitors the sensor means to 

3 detect at least one of maximum and minimum values of a 

4 tire parameter over a predetermined time period. 

1 31. The apparatus of claim 30 wherein: 

2 the processor means stores the at least one 

3 maximum and minimum values of a tire parameter in the 

4 memory. 

1 32. The apparatus of claim 22 wherein the 

2 receiver means and the transmitter means of the 

3 transponder communicate with interogator transmitter 

4 means and the receiver means of the control means by a 

5 radio frequency signal. 

1 33. The apparatus of claim 32 wherein: 

2 the processor means transmits a serial, encoded 

3 radio frequency signal containing tire condition 
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4 parameter data via the transmitter means to the control 

5 means . 

1 34. The apparatus of claim 22 further 

2 comprising: 

3 a housing formed of an encapsulating material 

4 encapsulating the substrate, the integrated circuit chip, 

5 the power supply, the sensor means and the antenna means. 

1 35. The apparatus of claim 22 further 

2 comprising: 

3 timer means, responsive to an activation signal 

4 from the processor means and connected to the sensor 

5 means, for activating the sensor means to sense a tire 

6 condition parameter only during a predetermined time 

7 period set by the timer means. 

1 36. The apparatus of claim 35 wherein: 

2 the processor means generates the activation 

3 signal to the timer means in response to an interrogation 

4 signal received from a remote source. 

1 37. The apparatus of claim 22 wherein the 

2 sensor means comprises at least one of: 

3 pressure sensor means, mounted on the 

4 substrate, for sensing the air pressure of a tire on 

5 which the transponder is mounted; 

6 temperature sensor means, mounted on the 

7 substrate, for sensing the temperature of a tire on which 

8 the transponder is mounted; and 

9 means, mounted on the substrate, for detecting 

10 and generating an output signal for each complete 360° 

11 revolution of a tire on which the transponder is mounted. 

1 38. The apparatus of claim 37 wherein: 

2 the pressure sensor means includes a pressure 

3 transducer and a pressure transmitting medium disposed in 
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4 contact with the pressure transducer and exposed to an 

5 air chamber in a tire on which the transponder is 

6 mounted; and 

7 the detecting means further comprises counter 

8 means, responsive to the output signal from the detecting 

9 means, for totalizing the output signals from the 

10 detecting means as an accumulated tire revolution count* 

1 39. The apparatus of claim 22 wherein the 

2 sensor means comprises: 

3 pressure sensor means, mounted on the 

4 substrate, for sensing the air pressure of a tire on 

5 which the transponder is mounted; 

6 temperature sensor means, mounted on the 

7 substrate, for sensing the temperature of a tire on which 

8 the transponder is mounted; and 

9 means, mounted on the substrate, for detecting 

10 and generating an output signal for each complete 360° 

11 revolution of a tire on which the transponder is mounted. 

1 40. The apparatus of claim 39 further 

2 comprising: 

3 timer means, responsive to an activation signal 

4 from the processor means and connected to the pressure 

5 sensor means and the temperature sensor means, for 

6 activating the pressure sensor means and the temperature 

7 sensor means to sense tire pressure and temperature, 

8 respectively, only during a predetermined time period set 

9 by the timer means. 

1 41. The apparatus of claim 40 wherein: 

2 the processor means generates the activation 

3 signal to the timer means in response to an interrogation 

4 signal from a remote source and transmits the sensed tire 

5 pressure and temperature and a total tire revolution 

6 count from the detecting means to a remote source during 

7 the time period established by the timer means. 
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1 42. The apparatus of claim 40 wherein: 

2 the processor means generates the activation 

3 signal separate from receiving an interrogation signal at 

4 a predetermined selectible time interval. 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 

[received by the International Bureau on 28 July 1995 (28.07.95); 
original claims 1,19,20,22 and 31 amended; original claims 15-18, 



23-30 and 32-42' cancelled; remaining claims unchanged; 
new claims. 43-51 added (8 pages)] 

1 1. In combination with a vehicle tire, a 

2 transponder for sensing, storing and transmitting vehicle 

3 tire condition parameter data comprising: 

4 a substrate adapted to be fixedly mount able on an 

5 inner surface of a vehicle tire; 

6 a processor means, a memory, a receiver means 

7 connected to the processor means for receiving an 
6 interrogation signal from a source remote from a tire on 
9 which the substrate is mounted, and a transmitter means 

10 connected to the processor means for transmitting a signal 

11 containing data representative of the sensed tire condition 

12 parameter to a remote source, all mounted on the substrate; 

13 sensor means, mounted on the substrate, for 

14 sensing a tire parameter at predetermined times when 

15 electrical power is applied to the sensor means, and for 

16 generating an output signal to the processor means 

17 representative of the sensed tire parameter at each 

18 predetermined time; 

19 power supply means, mounted on the substrate, for 

20 supplying electrical power to the integrated circuit chip 

21 and the sensor means; and 

22 antenna means, mounted on the substrate and 

23 connected to the receiver means and the transmitter means, 

24 for communicating an interrogation signal from the remote 

25 source to the receiver means and for communicating a signal 

26 from the transmitter means to the remote source; 

27 the memory responsive to the processor means for 

28 storing the output signals from the sensor means at the 

29 predetermined times; 

30 the processor executing a control program stored 

31 in the memory and, in response to an interrogation signal 

32 received by the receiver means and the output signal from 

33 the sensor means, generating and supplying a signal 

34 representative of the sensor output signal to the 

35 transmitter means for transmission to a remote source. 
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1 2, The transponder of claim 1 wherein the 

2 antenna moans ie a inicrostrip antenna mounted on the 

3 substrate. 

1 3« The transponder of claim 1 wherein the 

2 antenna means is a patch antenna mounted on the substrate ♦ 

1 4 . The transponder of claim 1 wherein the sensor 

2 means comprises: 
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1 10. The transponder of claim 1 wherein the 

2 receiver means and the transmitter means communicate with 

3 the remote source by a radio frequency signal. 

1 11 ♦ The transponder of claim 10 wherein: 

2 the processor means transmits a serial, encoded 

3 radio frequency signal containing tire condition parameter 

4 data via the transmitter means to the remote source. 

1 12. The transponder of claim 1 further 

2 comprising: 

3 a housing formed of an encapsulating material and 

4 encapsulating the substrate, the processor means, the 

5 memory, the receiver means, the transmitter means, the 

6 power supply, the sensor means and the antenna means. 

1 13. The transponder of claim 1 further 

2 comprising: 

3 timer means, responsive to an activation signal 

4 from the processor means and connected to the sensor means, 

5 for activating the sensor means to sense a tire condition 

6 parameter only during a predetermined time period set by 

7 the timer means. 

1 14. The transponder of claim 13 wherein: 

2 the processor means generates the activation 

3 signal to the timer means in response to an interrogation 

4 signal received from a remote source. 



Cancel claim 15. 
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1 19. The transponder of claim 13 wherein: 

2 the processor means generates the activation 

3 signal to the timer means in response to an interrogation 

4 signal from a remote source and transmits the sensed tire 

5 parameter to a remote source during the time period 

6 established by the timer means. 

1 20. The transponder of claim 13 wherein: 

2 the processor means generates the activation 

3 signal separate from receiving an interrogation signal at 

4 a predetermined selectible time interval. 

1 21. The transponder of claim 18 further 

2 comprising: 

3 a housing formed of an encapsulating material 

4 encapsulating the substrate, the integrated circuit chip, 

5 the power supply, the sensor means and the antenna means. 

1 22. The transponder of claim 1 further 

2 comprising: 

3 control means, separate from the transponder and 

4 having an interrogator transmitter means, for transmitting 

5 an interrogation signal to the processor means in the 

6 transponder, and a receiver means for receiving remotely 

7 generated signals from the transponder. 
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Cancel claim 28, 
Cancel claim 29. 
Cancel claim 30. 

1 31 * The transponder of claim 9 wherein: 

2 the processor means stores the at least one 

3 maximum and minimum values of a tire parameter in the 

4 memory. 

Cancel claim 32* 
Cancel claim 33. 
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Cancel claim 42. 

1 43. The transponder of claim 1 wherein: 

2 The processor means, the memory, the receiving 

3 means and the transmitter means all formed in a single 

4 integrated circuit clip. 

1 44. A method for sensing tire condition 

2 parameters comprising the steps of: 

3 mounting a substrate on a tire in communication 

4 with a tire; 

5 mounting a processor means, a memory, a receiver 

6 means connected to the processor means for receiving an 

7 interrogation signal from a remote source, and a 

8 transmitter means connected to the processor means for 

9 transmitting a signal containing data representative of 

10 sensed tire condition parameter data to a remote source on 

11 the substrate ; 

12 mounting sensor means on the substrate for 

13 sensing at least one tire condition parameter, the sensor 

14 means generating an output signal to trie processor means 

15 representative of the sensed tire condition parameter; 

16 mounting a power supply on the substrate, the 

17 power supply connected to and actively supplying electrical 

18 power to the processor means, the memory, the receiver 

19 means, the transmitter means, and the sensor means; 

20 mounting an antenna on the substrate and 

21 connecting the antenna to the receiver means and the 

22 transmitter means; and 

23 executing a controlled program stored in the 

24 memory by the processor means by which in response to an 

25 interrogation signal received by the receiver means via the 

26 antenna and the output signal from the sensor means, the 

27 processor means generates and supplies a signal 

28 representative of the sensor output signal to the 

29 transmitter means for transmission to a remote source. 
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1 45* The method of claim 44 wherein the step of 

2 mounting flensor means further comprises at least one of the 

3 steps of: 

4 mounting a pressure sensor on the substrate in 

5 communication with an air chamber of a tire for sensing air 

6 pressure of a tire; 

7 mounting a temperature sensor on the substrate 

8 for sensing temperature of a tire; and 

9 mounting a detector means on the substrate for 

10 generating an output signal for each complete 360° 

11 revolution of the substrate, 

1 46 • The method of claim 45 further comprising 

2 the step of; 

3 providing a counter, responsive to the output 

4 signal from the detector means, for totalizing the output 

5 signals from the detector means as an accumulated 

6 revolution count. 

1 47. The method of claim 45 further comprising 

2 the step of: 

3 monitoring the sensor means to detect at least 

4 one of maximum and minimum values of a tire condition 

5 parameter over a predetermined time period. 

1 48. The method of claim 44 further comprising 

2 the step of: 

3 activating a timer moans in response to an 

4 activation signal from the processor means for activating 

5 the sensor means to sense a tire condition parameter only 

6 during a predetermined time period set by the timer means. 

1 49. The mathod of claim 48 further comprising 

2 the step of: 

3 the processor means generating the activation 

4 signal to the timer means in response to an interrogation 

5 signal received from a remote source and transmitting the 
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6 sensed tire condition parameter to a remote source during 

7 the time period establishes by the timer means. 

X 50. The method of claim 44 further comprising 

2 the step of: 

3 storing the sensed tire condition parameter in 

4 the memory. 

1 51. The method of claim 44 further comprising 

2 the step of: 

3 the processor means activating the sensor means 

4 to sense tire condition parameters on a predetermined 

5 selectible time interval. 
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STATEMENT UNDER ARTICLE 19 

The amendments to claims 1, 19, 20, 22 and 31 submitted 
herewith are to more specifically set forth the features of 
Applicants' invention. New claims 43-51 have been added to 
specifically claim all features of Applicants' invention, without 
adding new subject natter. 



WO 95/22467 



PCI7US95/01124 




WO 95/22467 



PCT/US95/01124 



2/6 




WO 95/22467 



PCT/US95/01124 



3/6 



CO 




CO 




LU 


CO 


od 






LU 




CO 





6 



WO 95/22467 



PCT/US95/01124 



5/6 




WO 95/22467 



8/6 



PCTAIS95/01124 



82 



2 . 

CONTROL j - 



VITERB1 1 



T 



LOW FREQ 
DATA RATE 



SELECT 
PN LENGTH 



T 



HI FREQ \ 
DATA RATE 



PWR 
LEVEL 



7 

8t> 



ANTENNA 



I 



I 




r 



1 



PARALLEL | |~Rs"-232 || RS-185~| | ETHERNET ) 



•90 



84 



<68 



' _ — 



HOST 



90 



FlG-9 



10 BYTE TAG ID 




SIC-CODE 



SPECIALITY 
CODE 



USER ID 
CODE 



FIG -10 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US95/01124 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
IPC(6) :B60C 23/00 

US CL : 340/447,445,825.54; 73/146.5; 200/61.22 
According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
U.S. : 340/447, 445, 442. 444, 448, 825.54; 73/146.5; 200/61.22; 116734R, 34B 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 
USPTO APS (VEHICLE AND TIRE AND TRANSPONDER) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



Y 
Y 



US, A, 5,061,917 (Higgs et al) 29 October 1991 
Abstract and Figure 1 

US, A, 4,911,217 {Dunn et al) 27 March 1990 
col. 9, lines 5-53, Figs. 7, 8, and 13 

US, A, 3,613,075 (Griffiths et al) 12 October 1971 
Abstract and Fig. 3 

US, A, 5,285,189 (Nowicki et al) 08 February 1994 
Abstract and Figs. 1-3 



1-6. 9-16, 22- 
27, 30, 31-36 

1-6, 9-16,22- 
27, 30, 31-36 

7, 8,17-21,28, 
29, 37-42 

1-42 



Q Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. jT^j See patent family annex. 



* Special categories of cited documents: 

*A* document defmin* the general shue of the sit which is not considered 

to be part of particular relevance 

*E° earlier document published on or after the mtem*tioajd filing date 

•L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 

cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 
special reason (as specified) 

"O* document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhibition or other 

"P* document published prior lo tbc international filing dite bin later than 
the priority date claimed 



I filing date c 

date and not m conflict with the application but cited to understand the 
principle or theory underlying the invention 



•X" 



•A' 



considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an 
when the document is taken alone 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 



combined who one or more other mch document!, such 
being obvioui to ■ person skilled in the art 

document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 



01 MAY 1995 



Date of mailing of the international search report 

30MAY1995 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 



Authorized officer 

DONNIE L. CROSLAND 
Telephone No. 703-305-4368 




Form PCT/ISA/210 (second shcctXJuly 1992)* 



